
Pearson Edexcel GCSE 

(9–1) English Language 2.0:

How to apply the mark 

scheme – Paper 1 (1EN2)



2© Pearson Education 2022

During the event delegates will:

• review student responses to questions and understand 

how to accurately apply the mark scheme

• understand how we can support you

• be able to ask questions and share good practice.

Aims and Objectives
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• Reading – understanding the MS and marking exercises

• Writing – understanding the MS and marking exercises

• Questions and close

Agenda



Polls to introduce the 
delegates



Overview of the 
specification
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GCSE English Language 2.0

Paper 1: Non-Fiction Texts

1 hr 55 mins 50%

Paper 2: Contemporary Texts

1 hr 55 mins 50%

Section A: Reading

Two 19th-century non-fiction extracts 

linked by theme:

• one short extract with image to help 

understanding

• one longer extract

• 650–750 words in total

AO1, AO2, AO4 (40 marks)

Section A: Reading

Two contemporary texts covering 

20th- and 21st-century linked by a 

theme: 

• one fiction text

• one literary non-fiction text

• 800–900 words in total

AO1, AO2, AO3 (40 marks)

Section B: Transactional Writing

Choice of two tasks: 

• one task with opening provided

• one task with supporting bullet points

AO5, AO6 (40 marks)

Section B: Imaginative Writing

Choice of two tasks: 

• one task with opening provided

• one task with images

AO5, AO6 (40 marks)
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Documents for this course

You may wish to take the time to download the following 
documents before we start to look at the exemplars.

• SO2 – extracts from the Paper 1 SAMs

• SO3 – exemplars for marking (with mark schemes)

Due to time constraints, we will only be looking at 1–2 exemplars 
for each question during the course. 

There are additional exemplars from the SAMs and the 
Specimen papers available on the website which have also been 
included as a download in your pack.



Paper 1
Reading responses
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Assessment Objectives for Reading 
Paper 1

AO Assessment Objective % in P1

AO1 • Identify and interpret explicit and implicit 

information and ideas.

• Select and synthesise evidence from different 

texts.

5

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 

language and structure to achieve effects and 

influence readers, using relevant subject terminology 

to support their views.

5

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with

appropriate textual references.

15
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Where is each AO assessed?

Assessment Objective Question

AO1 – Identify and interpret explicit and implicit 

information and ideas.

Q1 – explicit

Q4a – explicit

Q4b – implicit

AO2 – Explain, comment on and analyse how writers 

use language and structure to achieve effects and 

influence readers, using relevant subject terminology 

to support their views.

Q3 – focus is on 

language

AO4 – Evaluate texts critically and support this with 

appropriate textual references.

Q2, Q5 and Q6



AO1
Explicit meaning – Q1, Q4a
Implicit meaning – Q4b
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AO1 – Question 1 – Explicit
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AO1 – Question 1 – response

This response covers bullet 

points 1, 2, 3 & 5 – 4 marks
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AO1 – Question 4a & 4b – Explicit and 
Implicit
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AO1 – Question 4a – response

This response covers 

bullet points 2, 3 & 4

– 2 marks
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AO1 – Question 4b – response

This response 

covers bullet points 

4 & 2 – 2 marks



AO2 – Language – Q3
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AO2 – Language

• In this question, students need to ensure that they are focusing on the 

writer’s use of language.

• It is not enough to simply list the features that the writer uses, they will 

need to show how the writer uses language to interest and inform the 

reader.

• Students should ensure that they are using the whole extract and that they 

use relevant subject terminology.

• This AO2 is assessed in Q3.
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Applying the MS
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Paper 1 – Q3
Paper 1 – Q3 
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Marking exercise 1 – Script 1

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your 

pack.

• Look at Script 1 (pp.2–3)

• This is a Level 4 exemplar.

• Read through the script using the MS (pp.4–5) and decide where you 

would place this in the Level.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.
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Script 1 – Examiner commentary and mark

• There is analysis of language and its effects with references that clarify 

the points made. 

• Relevant subject terminology is used. 

• The coverage of the text and the range of language devices discussed 

could have been wider. 

Level 4 – 7 marks
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Marking exercise 2 – Script 2

• We are now going to look at another Q3 script in document SO3.

• Look at Script 2 (pp.6–7). 

• Read through the script carefully using the MS (pp.8–9).

• What key misunderstanding has the student made in their response?

• Decide which Level you would place it in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.
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Script 2 – Examiner commentary and mark

• There is some explanation of the text and language although the 

comments tend to refer to content. 

• The references are generally appropriate although there is a slight 

over-use of quotations.

• There is no use subject terminology. 

• The final paragraph is on Text 2 and therefore cannot be rewarded.

Level 2 – 3 marks



AO4 – Evaluate – Q2
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AO4 – Evaluate

• In these questions, students need to ensure that they are focusing on 

‘how well’ and not ‘how’.

• They need to focus on:

o using evaluative language

o thinking about the writer’s ideas, opinions, themes, intentions and/or 

viewpoints

o offering an opinion or judgement

o using evidence from the text.

• AO4 is assessed in Paper 1 in Q2, Q5 and Q6.
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Paper 1 – Q2
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Paper 1 – Q2 – indicative content
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Marking exercise 3 – Scripts 3 and 4

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your 

pack.

• Look at Script 3 (pp.10–11) and Script 4 (p.12) – both of which are for 

Paper 1, Q2. 

• Read through both scripts using the MS (pp.13–14) and decide which 

Level you would place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.
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Scripts 3 and 4 – Examiner commentary 
and mark

Script 3 – There is convincing analysis of the ideas and themes with 

convincing personal judgements supported by apt references. 

Level 3 – 6 marks

Script 4 – There are three reasons given with support. There is clear 

explanation and clear evaluative opinion with appropriate and relevant 

references. The response is not analytical enough for L3. 

Level 2 – 4 marks



AO4 – Evaluate – Q5
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Paper 1 – Q5
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Paper 1 – Q5 – indicative content
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Paper 1 – Q5 – Mark Scheme
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Marking exercise 4 – Scripts 5 and 6

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your 

pack.

• Look at Script 5 (p.15) and Script 6 (p.16) – both of which are for 

Paper 1, Q5. 

• Read through both scripts using the MS (pp.17–18) and decide which 

Level you would place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.
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Scripts 5 and 6 – Examiner commentary 
and mark

Script 5 – There are three reasons with support with analysis of ideas and 

some convincing personal judgements. The references are fully appropriate 

and support the evaluation being made. 

Level 3 – 5 marks

Script 6 – There are three reasons with support for each. The references are 

appropriate and relevant to the comments made although the evaluation is not 

developed. 

Level 2 – 3 marks



AO4 – Evaluate – Q6
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Paper 1 – Q6
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Paper 1 – Q6 – indicative content
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Paper 1 – Q6 – Mark Scheme
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Marking exercise 5 – Scripts 7 and 8

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your 

pack.

• Look at Script 7 (pp.19–20) and Script 8 (pp.21–22) – both of which are 

for Paper 1, Q6. 

• Read through both scripts using the MS (pp.23–24) and decide which 

Level you would place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.
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Scripts 7 and 8 – Examiner commentary 
and mark

Script 7 – There is developed analysis of the writer’s ideas with mostly 

developed critical evaluation, although this is sometimes implicit. 

The references fully support the points made. 

Level 4 – 10 marks

Script 8 – There is some sound explanation of ideas and some sound 

personal judgements although there is some misunderstanding in the final 

paragraph. The references are generally appropriate and relevant to the 

comments being made. 

Level 3 – 5 marks



Writing responses
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Assessment Objectives for Writing

AO Assessment Objective % in P1

AO5 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, 

selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different 

purposes and audiences

Organise information and ideas, using structural and 

grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion 

of texts

15

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence 

structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate 

spelling and punctuation

10
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Paper 1 Q7 and Q8 – Transactional Writing
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Paper 1 Q7 and Q8 – Mark Scheme
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Paper 1 Q7 and Q8 – Mark Scheme
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Marking exercise 6 – Scripts 9 and 10

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your 

pack.

• Look at Script 9 (pp.25–27) and Script 10 (pp.28–30) – both of which 

are for Paper 1, Q7. 

• Read through both scripts using the MS (pp.31–33) and decide which 

Level you would place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



49© Pearson Education 2022

Scripts 9 and 10 – Examiner commentary 
and mark

Script 9 

AO5 – Communicates clearly and effectively with a secure sense of audience 

and purpose. The response manages information and ideas deliberately.

AO6 – There is use of a fairly wide vocabulary and punctuation for effect with 

occasional errors. There is secure ability to write for effect. 

AO5 – Level 4 – 15 marks; AO6 – Level 4 – 11 marks

Total – 26 marks

Script 10

AO5 – Clear ability to communicate effectively with appropriate use of tone, 

style and register. The response develops and connects appropriate 

information. 

AO6 – Uses a varied vocabulary mostly correctly spelt with accurate and 

varied punctuation with sound grammatical structures. 

AO5 – Level 3 – 12 marks; AO6 – Level 3 – 9 marks

Total – 21 marks



Support for marking
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Website
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The Mocks Service Learn more on our mocks 

homepage

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service.html
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How does it work?

Paper-based Mocks Service – GCSE and A level
GCSE £9.00, AS level and A level £14.00 per mock exam paper*.

Pearson will provide training and familiarisation of the onscreen assessment platform.

*Pricing is correct as of June 2022, but may be subject to change

Schools make 

entries for the 

mocks service

Pearson provide 

mock exam 

papers to schools

Students sit 

the mock

exam papers

Schools post the 

completed mock 

exam papers to 

Pearson

Pearson scan the 

papers and send 

to examiners

for marking

Results are 

uploaded by Pearson 

to ResultsPlus

Onscreen Mocks Service – GCSE and International GCSE
GCSE £5.50, International GCSE £7.50 per mock exam*.

Schools make

entries for the 

mocks service

Pearson provide 

schools with login 

details for

all students

Students sit the 

mock exams via 

our onscreen

assessment platform

Once onscreen

assessments are 

complete, responses

are routed to 

eMarking

Examiners 

mark the

mock exams

Results are 

uploaded by Pearson 

to ResultsPlus

Our paper-based Mocks Service is only available to schools and colleges in the UK.

Set up your Pearson Edexcel 

Mocks Service account
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Subject Advisor

Clare Haviland

Twitter: @PearsonTeachEng

Email or live chat

You can sign up for Clare’s e-updates 

by completing this online form

We also have an online community especially for English teachers. 

https://twitter.com/PearsonTeachEng
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/groups
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/



